
All businesses need to assess their environmental liability risks and review how their activities could affect the 
surrounding environment—regardless of size or industry. Natural or man-made pollutants can be released through 
many different processes, and they take several different forms—including gases, powders and liquids. Businesses 
may not even be aware that they are gradually poisoning the surrounding environment by leaking pollutants.

Throughout the United Kingdom, environmental regulations have implemented a ‘polluter pays’ principle, meaning that 
businesses must take precautionary measures to prevent environmental damage and take remedial actions if damage 
occurs. Failure to comply with regulations and maintain proper standards can lead to significant consequences—
including paying initial clean-up fees, remediation costs, fines and penalties, and even imprisonment. Fines are 
unlimited, and individuals such as directors and senior managers could be held personally liable for failing to prevent 
pollution incidents.

And as businesses face heightened public scrutiny and more stringent environmental regulations than ever before, the 
trend of growing environmental liability exposure shows no signs of stopping.

To help businesses better understand the level of environmental liability exposure they face, Robison & Co Ltd has 
developed this environmental liability exposure calculator.




